
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- October 18,  1972 

App l i ca t i on  No. 11136 Bernard Roche, a p p e l l a n t .  

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  fo l lowing  
Order of t h e  Board was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meeting of November 1, 1972. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - -  January  31, 1973 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  v a r i a n c e  from S p e c i a l  Purpose D i s t r i c t  
t o  con t inue  use a s  a  d r ama t i c  c l ub  a t  1776 N S t r e e t  (Rear),  N. W . ,  Lot 
824, Square 159, be GRANTED. 

FINDINGS OF FACT : 

1. The s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  zoned S p e c i a l  Purpose a.nd i s  p r e s e n t l y  
being u t i l i z e d  a s  a  d r ama t i c  c l ub  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of s t a g e  p lays .  
It i s  a  non-prof i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  under t h e  non -p ro f i t  laws of t h e  D i s t r i c t  
of Columbia. 

2. It is  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  i n t e n t  t o  con t inue  t h e  p r e s e n t  use  of t h e  
p rope r ty  w i th  t h e  permiss ion  of t h i s  Board. 

3. The S p e c i a l  Purpose zoning was f i r s t  g r an t ed  i n  1950, and 
a p p l i c a n t  has  been o p e r a t i n g  a s  a  d ramat ic  c l ub  con t inuous ly  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
20 years .  

4. The a p p l i c a n t ,  Thea t r e  Lobby, is a  p roduc t ion  orga .n iza t ion .  
Members pay dues  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  producing of l o c a l  s t a g e  p lays .  

5. No o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  a . pp l i c a t i on  was vo iced  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  
h e a r i n g  nor were any l e t t e r s  i n  oppos i t i on  submi t ted  t o  t h e  f i l e  f o r  t h e  
Board 's  cons ide r a t i on .  

OPINION : 

A f t e r  h e a r i n g  tes t imony  from t h e  a p p l i c a n t  as t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of 
Thea t r e  Lobby, t h e  Board i s  impressed w i t h  t h e  neighborhood e f f o r t  t o  
produce l i v e  s t a g e  p lays .  We a r e  e age r  t o  f o s t e r  such community p r o j e c t s .  
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It is e v i d e n t  t o  t h i s  Board t h a t  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has  e x i s t e d  
q u i t e  amicably i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  approximately  20 years .  For  t h i s  reason  
we a r e  con f iden t  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of T h r e a t r e  Lobby w i l l  no t  l i k e l y  
become o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  neighborhood i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

However, due t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of S p e c i a l  Purpose v a r i a n c e s ,  a s  i n t e r i m  
u s e s ,  we g r a n t  t h i s  v a r i a n c e  f o r  a  pe r i od  of t h r e e  years  only.  

We a r e  of t h e  op in ion  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t  has  proved a. ha rd sh ip  w i t h i n  
t h e  meaning of t h e  v a r i a n c e  c l ause  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  and t h a t  a  
d e n i a l  of t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  p e c u l i a r  and excep t i ona l  
p r a t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and undue ha.rdship upon t h e  owner. 

Fu r the r ,  we ho ld  t h a t  t h e  reques ted  r e l i e f  can be g r an t ed  w i thou t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  de t r imen t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i thou t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impai r ing  
t h e  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n  a s  embodied i n  t h e  
Zoning Regula.t ions and Map. 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Board 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS FILED 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF SIX 
MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER. 


